Newsletter
Upper Clutha Branch

August 2008
Dear Members

Programme 2008 B 2009
With this news letter goes our Programme for
2008 b 2009.

Please note that, due to some unforeseen
circumstances, there are a few changes to this
programme.

1. The walk up from the West Matukituki
River bridge, which was to be held on 6"
September, is now going to be held on
Saturday 13" September, 2008.

The West Matukituki River day-trip
Contact: Andrew Penniket
03 443 1211

2. The talk and field trip to Conroy® Gully,
the proposed new Ecosanctury, which was to
be held on 4™ October is likely to be shifted
back one week, to 11" October, 2008

The Conroys Gully day-trip and talk
Contact: Mike Floate
03 445 2829

(Watch for advertisements in local
newspapers, or contact Mike Floate to confirm
these dates.)

Present committee members:
Chairperson John Turnbull

Vice Chairperson Mark Ayre
Secretary Denise Bruns
Treasurer Errol Carr
Committee Barbara Chinn
Anne Steven
Andrew Penniket
Nick Dunckley
Mike Floate
3. Preliminary notification: Makarora

Weekend (6" B 7th December).

This weekend camp will be held in or next to
the Mount Aspiring National Park, an area that
has much to offer members of Forest and
Bird.

We will meet at Makarora DoC Centre on
Saturday then visit the braided riverbed of the
Makarora River, accompanied by two wildlife
specialists, to see the wrybill and other birds
nesting in the area.

In the evening there will be a gathering in the
Makarora Community Centre (on Rata Road,
next to the school) for talks, slides and a
supper.

On the Sunday we will do some bush walking
on the historic Bridle track to Haast Pass to
and wander up the new track at the top of the
Haast Pass keeping an eye and ear out for the
Mohua.

The Makarora Weekend Trip
Contact: Mark Ayre
03 443 1369

Please note: participants must make their own
accommodation arrangements for this
weekend.

At this stage there is plenty of accommodation
available at the Makarora Wilderness Resort
(options ranges from $99 for a motel to $24
per night for backpacker-type
accommodation). There is also B&B
accommodation



The Makarora Wilderness Resort
Wanaka/Haast Highway (SH6)
Private Bag Wanaka 9192,

Ph (03) 443 8372

Fax (03) 443 1082
www.makarora.co.nz
info@makarora.co.nz.

4. Preliminary notification: South Coast
Weekend trip (which was scheduled for
January 31°%' B February 1 2009).

As per the programmeN and by popular
requestN we have scheduled another
weekend trip to the South Coast. Because
Waitangi Day is on a Friday, we have shifted
this trip forward one week (to 6" B 8"
February 2009).

We will travel to Tuatapere on Friday morning
and explore from there: the Longwood Range,
Rowellen Forest, Te Wae Wae Bay and L.
Hauroko.

Southern Fiordland is one of the least known
and least modified parts of New Zealand.
Provision has been made in the new Fiordland
National Park Plan to create a Wilderness
Area in the South West corner of Fiordland.
While we will not be going any further west
than Lake Hauroko, we will be inviting people
who are familiar with this area as our Saturday
night guest speakers, to describe it to us.

If you would like to attend, please contact
John Turnbull by 15" December to confirm
your place on this trip (so accommodation can
be arranged.

South Coast Weekend trip

Contact: John Turnbull
03 443 8253
Wilding Trees

Wilding Trees are a menace in Central Otago:
they degrade the landscape and smother the
lower-growing indigenous vegetation and
associated ecosystems.

Members will recall the work that the Upper

Clutha branch carried out, in collaboration with
the Dunedin branch, some years ago, to
remove wilding pines from the west side of
Lake Dunstan (from Cromwell to Clyde,
Bannockburn and Coronet Peak). Young
wilding trees are now re-appearing, and the
committee would like to arrange a return trip to
these sites to continue this important
conservation effort. If we do not do so our
previous work is negated.

Dunedin branch has engaged Rhys Millar to
co-ordinate this work. We intend to meet with
Rhys to identify areas in Central Otago that
are in need of attention and to develop a
strategy for eradicating the wildings in our
area.

Eradicating wildings is possible. Wilding pine
is not like gorse or broom, which produce
viable seed almost from day one. Wilding
trees are visible for a few years before they
become cone-bearing, and pine seed does not
remain viable for as long as gorse and broom
seed (which is very hard and can last in the
ground for almost a hundred years).

Making people aware of the importance of this
project and motivated are the issues here. We
would like to see members from the Upper
Clutha branch working with a team from
Dunedin again to methodically work away at
this problem.

We will not be scheduling working days or
weekends in our programme but we will
periodically email or phone those members
who express interest in this project.

This work will take you into some interesting
and out-of-the-way places, and felling or
grubbing wildings offers a huge amount of job
satisfaction!

If you are keen to be involved, please give
your name and email addressor phone
number to one of the committee members (we
are all involved in this project, so you can
contact any one of us).

Communication




We thank those branch members who gave us
their email addresses, as requested in our
June letter to all members.

We also appreciate the feedback we have
received from branch members. The general
response was that, while email offers a
practical and economic way to communicate
with our membershipN sending emails is
cheaper than sending out newsletters through
NZ Post or making telephone callsN to be
successful, email depends upon our members
providing Central Office and the committee
with up to date email addresses (and on
advising us of new email addresses).

At the moment we have email addresses for
about two thirds of our members. However, a
percentage of the e.malil letters that we sent
out did not reach their recipients. At this stage,
the number of @ndeliveredOnail is too high for
the branch to rely on email as a primary form
of communication. We are addressing these
problems and hope to be able to use email
more in the future, but for now we will continue
to send out the Upper Clutha Branch
Newsletter by post. The posting of material out
to our members is a very significant cost to
our branch

Tenure Review
At the moment there are three preliminary
proposals open for written public submissions:

1 Mount Alexander (Danseys Pass)

2 The Larches (Cardrona Valley)

3 Cloudy Peaks (The Lindis)
Each of these areas has some higher tussock
country and lower country (with significant
indigenous vegetation) that will be returned to
the Crown for management purposes. These
smaller areas are handy to public roads and
will be most valuable for conservation.

The branch will be making submissions and
we would remind you that any member of the
public also has the right that to make
submissions on these proposalsE

If you are interested in learning mor~eI§I or you
would like to prepare a submissionN you can
find more details about these proposals at

www.linz.govt.nz

Conservation Parks

Proposals have been put before the public to
create a conservation park in the Hunter b
Dingle Valleys (which will be known as the
Hawea Conservation Park), and another
based on the Hawkdun Range (which will be
know as the Oteake Conservation Park).
These two parks will protect some remote
areas that contain threatened flora and fauna.
This is all very positive.

Other Projects

The Millennium Walkway plantings:

With the help of Students in the Community
we are still planting native trees and shrubs on
the Millennium Walkway around the shores of
Lake Wanaka. These young plants are
starting to show up now and, given time, these
planting efforts will go some way to restoring
the ecology of the area. With the remainder of
the grant money we are going to plants some
specimen trees at the unveiling of the new
sign. So come along and get involved.

Planting and pest-control at Hawea:

At Hawea some of our members have been
working alongside local residents continue to
keep that area of Crown Land free from pest
plants.

Our Upper Clutha branch would like
to take this opportunity to extend our
special thanks to Professor Arthur
Campbell of Dunedin and Hawea for
his magnificent contribution to the
plantings in this area. The trees and
shrubs that Arthur has propagated
for Hawea now number in the
thousands. The flax and cabbage

trees you have given us are doing FOREST

very well. Thank you, Arthur.
The Lindis Group & BIRD

Since our last newsletter there has been only
one working party to control the sweet briar in
the area. It is gratifying to see that the heavy
infestation of briar next to the SH6 has been
sprayed. This will remove a large seed source
from the reserve.




Predator Control Haast Highway

This is our longest running joint project with
DOC. The project to date has been working
for 10 years controlling predators, mainly
stoats along the Haast Highway. Thanks to all
the Forest and bird members, Students of Mt
Aspiring Collage and members of the public
who with their generous help have made this
project effective.

Ecological Restoration

Today, ecological restoration is carried out by
many small groups of people located all
around New Zealand. Ecological restoration is
interesting and rewarding work. The Upper
Clutha Committee would like to see more of
this work in our Central Otago area.

While we have the few projects in the Upper
Clutha Basin, we feel there is also much that
could be done in the Wakatipu Basin. So, if
any member in that part of the world sees or
knows of any area that could be restored, the
committee would be most pleased to hear
about it.

Our Annual General Meeting

Matters discussed at the AGM in Wellington
will be reported on in the next magazine: they
are also available online, at
www.forestandbird.org.nz

Our branch Councillor commented on the
excellence of our speakers, who made many
pertinent points, such as:

1. the dangers present to our

braided rivers and their bird life;

2. pollution to our streams;

3. and the decline in long finned eels.
However there was some good news,
especially regarding:

1. the gains being made in the protection of

our dolphins;

2. the use of 1080 (which will be permitted

until a better alternative is found);

3. and that New Zealand is a world leader in

eradicating pest on off shore islands.

One of the main messages coming out of the
AGM was that, while the needs for
conservation above sea level are readily

apparent, there is also much to be done below
the sea@ surface.

Films

Over the past year, Upper Clutha committee
member Andrew Penniket has been working
on a new Forest & Bird film, Fish for the
Future: Why we need Marine Reserves.

The premiere of Fish for the Future was
screened at the AGM, and the film was a great
success. (We offer Andrew our thanks and our
warmest congratulations to Andrew for making
this informative film.)

The Upper Clutha branch will be getting a
copy of this film and of some of the other films
that were screened at the AGM, and we will
be scheduling another screening of these films
at a later date.

Please feel free to contact committee
members or John Turnbull or Denise Bruns
(our contact details are below) to discuss
conservation issues and branch news.

Yours sincerely,

John L Turnbull, Chairperson
PO Box 9010

WANAKA 9343

03 443 8253
JLTurnbull@xtra.co.nz

Denise Bruns, Secretary
4 Stonebrook Drive
WANAKA 9305

03 443 5462

www.uppercluthaforestandbird.org.nz
info@uppercluthaforestandbird.org.nz




